
UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

624 NINTH STREET, NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20425

CHARTER
FOR

ILLINOIS STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
TO THE

U.S. COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Pursuant to the authority of the United States Commission on Civil Rights Act of 1983, as
amended, and the Federal Advisory Committee Act of 1972, as amended, various residents of
Illinois, and their successors, are, in the City of Washington, in the District of Columbia,
constituted as the 51 Advisory Committees to the United States Commission on Civil Rights.
This charter applies to the Illinois State Advisory Committee.

www.usccr.gov

The purposes and objectives of the Illinois State Advisory Committee (Committee) are to: (1)
advise the United States Commission on Civil Rights (Commission) on matters in its respective
state that pertain to discrimination or denials of the equal protection of the laws because of race,
color, religion, sex, age, handicap, or national origin, or the administration of justice and (2) aid
the Commission in its statutory obligation to serve as a national clearinghouse for civil rights
information.

The Commission has established six regional offices that provide support services to the
Committees within that region (see enclosure B). The director of each regional office shall carry
out the day-to-day administrative duties and responsibilities required by the Federal Advisory
Committee Act of 1972, as amended. The regional director may delegate to regional office staff
these day-to-day responsibilities and duties as appropriate. The Illinois State Advisory
Committee is supported by the Midwestern Regional Office (MWRO).

The Illinois State Advisory Committee shall:
•

	

Advise the Commission in writing of any knowledge or information it has about any alleged
deprivation of the right to vote and to have the vote counted by reason of color, race, religion,
sex, age, handicap, or national origin, or citizens being accorded or denied the right to vote in
federal elections as a result of patterns or practices of fraud or discrimination.

•

	

Advise the Commission about legal developments constituting discrimination or denial of
equal protection of the laws under the Constitution, and the effect of the laws and policies of
the federal government with respect to equal protection of the laws.

•

	

Advise the Commission upon matters of mutual concern in the preparation of reports of the
Commission to the President and the Congress.
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•

	

Receive reports, suggestions, and recommendations from individuals, public and private
organizations, and public officials on matters pertinent to inquiries conducted by the
Advisory Committee.

•

	

Initiate and forward advice and recommendations to the Commission on matters that the
Committee has studied.

•

	

Assist the Commission in its clearinghouse function and in other matters in which the
Commission shall request the assistance of the Advisory Committee.

•

	

Attend, as observers, any public hearing or conference that the Commission may hold.

It is anticipated that the Advisory Committee shall meet biannually, or more often, resources
permitting, to carry out its duly authorized functions.

The Illinois State Advisory Committee shall exist for a period of two years from the date of the
filing of this charter at an estimated average annual cost of approximately $53,000 and
approximately .49% full time equivalent employee. This charter shall be effective upon filing.

KENNETH r.
Staff Director
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